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Discography:
Grammar Bell and The All Fall Down (1999 - Jajaguwar)   •   Rollover (2000 - Jajaguwar)   •  Private Lines (2002 - Jajaguwar)   •   City Life (2003 - Jajaguwar)  

Manishevitz... is a modern master 
in the traditions of  Van Dyke Parks 
and Leonard Cohen.
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- AMG

- Pitchfork

- Mojo

- Logo

...blending eerie acoustic folk 
with a gauche art-glam flair of 
honking sax, aged synths, lush
guitar and Busch’s... lilt... you find 
a band with many fine influences 
pinned to their sleeves, but, 
ultimately nothing to declare but 
their own lunatic creativity.

Vital and provocative, lyrically and 
musically... everything you've ever 
heard and nothing you've ever 
heard, at once. (9.0). 

Behind the frontman lies a band 
well educated in melodic dissonance 
and time signatures so odd they 
could have been spliced together 
from three tapes, lighting a path for 
lyrics that generally conform to a five-
syllables-per-line ethic. Such rigour 
has birthed great poetry, and the 
deceptively simple tales here... find 
life when absorbed through the ears.

Manishevitz is a band of  unique dualities.  They've experienced 
flirtations with fame, critical praise from heavyweight arbiters, the 
admiration of  prominent peers, a devout following, and yet exist 
mainly in the shadows of  Chicago's landscape.   They excel at 
creating unconventional, cerebral music that manages cosmic, 
celebratory and exuberant qualities.  This music is timeless, 
well-mannered, truant, and thoroughly singular; all characteristics 
in parallel with the branding, 'cult status.'

East to East finds Manishevitz once again cruising the convergence 
of  art-pop, komishe, R&B, and exploratory jazz through a set of  
shrewd, swaggering and thoughtfully-composed rock n' roll songs.   
The group has seemingly shifted its approach with each release; 
logically, then, East to East offers another curve to the oeuvre.  East 
of  East offers both refinement and expansion to the heady arsenal 
with its liberal use of  open-ended groove structures (think Neu!) 
and opulent, moody pop mutations a la Roxy Music.   Through 
meticulous attention to detail, the recordings achieve a level of  
sophistication revealed well beyond cursory listens.  East to East 
offers the sound of  a band reeling from its own prowess, moving 
passionately through a wreckless medium.

Arriving four years after its predecessor, the bogglingly overlooked 
City Life, East to East is the fourth LP from Chicago's Manishevitz, 
and first for Catbird Records following a career spent under the 
Jagjaguwar umbrella.   East to East offers the culmination of  Adam 
Busch & co.'s particular take on post-everything pop forms, 
delivered with the vigor of  a faceless young blogworthy band and 
the grace of  scene veterans with nothing to prove.   
    

- Chris Berry, November 2007


